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secure peace. That is quite true. Nevertheless, I am not quite
clear why there was so much danger of Great Britain or France
being involved in a war with Germany at this juncture if, in fact,
they were ready all along to sacrifice Czechoslovakia. The terms
which the Prime Minister brought back with him could easily
have been agreed, I believe, through the ordinary diplomatic
channels at any time during the summer. And I will say this,
that I believe the Czechs, left to themselves and told they were
going to get no help from the Western Powers, would have been
able to make better terms than they have got after all this
tremendous perturbation ; they could hardly have had worse,
There never can be any absolute certainty that there will be a
fight if one side is determined that it will give way completely.
When one reads the Munich terms, when one sees what is happening
in Czechoslovakia from hour to hour, when one is sure, I will not
say of Parliamentary approval but of Parliamentary acquiescence,
when the Chancellor of the Exchequer makes a speech which at
any rate tries to put in a very powerful and persuasive manner the
fact that, after all, it was inevitable and indeed righteous : when
we saw all this—and everyone on this side of the House, including
many members of the Conservative Party who are vigilant and
careful guardians of the national interest, is quite clear that nothing
vitally affecting us was at stake—it seems to me that one must ask.
What was all the trouble and fuss about ?
The resolve was taken by the British and the French Govern-
ments. Let me say that it is very important to realise that it is
by no means a question which the British Government only have
had to decide. I very much admire the manner in which, in the
House, all references of a recriminatory nature have been repressed.
But it must be realised that this resolve did not emanate particularly
from one or other of the Governments but was a resolve for which
both must share in common the responsibility. When this resolve
was taken and the course was followed—you may say it was wise or
unwise, prudent or short-sighted—once it had been decided not to
make the defence of Czechoslovakia a matter of war, then there was
really no reason, if the matter had been handled during the summer
in the ordinary way, to call into being all this formidable apparatus
of crisis. I think that point should be considered*
We are asked to vote for this Motion1 which has been put upon
the Paper, and it is certainly a Motion couched in very uncon-
1 "That this House approves the policy of His Majesty's Government by
which war was averted in the recent crisis and supports their efforts to secure a
lasting peace/'
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